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Egypt’s Draft Constitution 
 

1. Freedom of Belief, thought and expression 
 
Article 64 Freedom of belief  
Freedom of belief is absolute. The freedom of practicing religious rituals and establishing places of 
worship for the followers of revealed religions is a right organized by law. 
 
Article 65 Freedom of thought  
Freedom of thought and opinion is guaranteed.  
All individuals have the right to express their opinion through speech, writing, imagery, or any other 
means of expression and publication.  
 
Article 66 Freedom of research  
Freedom of scientific research is guaranteed. The state shall sponsor researchers and inventors and 
protect and work to apply their innovations.  
 
Article 67 Artistic and literary creation  
Freedom of artistic and literary creation is guaranteed. The state shall undertake to promote art and 
literature, sponsor creators and protect their creations, and provide the necessary means of 
encouragement to achieve this end.  

No lawsuits may be initiated or filed to suspend or confiscate any artistic, literary, or intellectual work, or 
against their creators except through the public prosecution. No punishments of custodial sanction may 
be imposed for crimes committed because of the public nature of the artistic, literal or intellectual 
product. The law shall specify the penalties for crimes related to the incitement of violence, 
discrimination between citizens, or impugning the honor of individuals.  
 
Article 73 Freedom of Association  
Citizens have the right to organize public meetings, marches, demonstrations and all forms of peaceful 
protest, while not carrying weapons of any type, upon providing notification as regulated by law.  

The right to peaceful, private meetings is guaranteed, without the need for prior notification. Security 
forces may not to attend, monitor or eavesdrop on such gatherings. 
 
 

2. Torture and Trafficking 
 
Article 52 Torture  
All forms of torture are a crime with no statute of limitations 
 
Article 89 Oppression, Trafficking  
All forms of oppression and forced exploitation against humans are forbidden, as is sex trafficking and 
other forms of human trafficking, all of which are punishable by law. 

 
 

3. Child Rights 
 
Article 80 Rights of the child  
A child is considered to be anyone who has not reached 18 years of age. Children have access to free 
compulsory vaccinations, health and family care or an alternative, basic nutrition, safe shelter, religious 
education, and emotional and cognitive development.  

The state guarantees the rights of children who have disabilities, and ensures their rehabilitation and 
incorporation into society.  

The state shall care for children and protect them from all forms of violence, abuse, mistreatment and 
commercial and sexual exploitation.  
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Every child is entitled to early education in a childhood center until the age of six. It is prohibited to 
employ children before they reach the age of having completed their primary education, and it is 
prohibited to employ them in jobs that expose them to risk.  

The state shall establish a judicial system for child victims and witnesses. No child may be held 
criminally responsible or detained except in accordance with the law and the time frame specified 
therein. Legal aid shall be provided to children, and they shall be detained in appropriate locations 
separate from adult detention centers.  

The state shall work to achieve children’s best interest in all measures taken with regards to them. 
 

 
4. Arrests 

 
Article 54 Personal freedom  
Personal freedom is a natural right which is safeguarded and cannot be infringed upon. Except in cases 
of in flagrante delicto, citizens may only be apprehended, searched, arrested, or have their freedoms 
restricted by a causal judicial warrant necessitated by an investigation.  

All those whose freedoms have been restricted shall be immediately informed of the causes therefor, 
notified of their rights in writing, be allowed to immediately contact their family and lawyer, and be 
brought before the investigating authority within twenty-four hours of their freedoms having been 
restricted.  

Questioning of the person may only begin once his lawyer is present. If he has no lawyer, a lawyer will 
be appointed for him. Those with disabilities shall be provided all necessary aid, according to procedures 
stipulated in the law.  

Those who have their freedom restricted and others possess the right of recourse before the judiciary. 
Judgment must be rendered within a week from such recourse, otherwise the petitioner shall be 
immediately released.  

The law shall regulate preventive detention, its duration, causes, and which cases are eligible for 
compensation that the state shall discharge for preventative detention or for execution of a penalty that 
had been executed by virtue of a judgment that is overruled by a final judgment.  
In all cases, the accused may be brought to criminal trial for crimes that he may be detained for only in 
the presence of an authorized or appointed lawyer. 
 
 
Article 55 Due process  
All those who are apprehended, detained or have their freedom restricted shall be treated in a way that 
preserves their dignity. They may not be tortured, terrorized, or coerced. They may not be physically or 
mentally harmed, or arrested and confined in designated locations that are appropriate according to 
humanitarian and health standards. The state shall provide means of access for those with disabilities.  

Any violation of the above is a crime and the perpetrator shall be punished under the law.  
The accused possesses the right to remain silent. Any statement that is proven to have been given by 
the detainee under pressure of any of that which is stated above, or the threat of such, shall be 
considered null and void. 
 

5. Women’s Rights 
 
Article 11 The place of women, motherhood and childhood  
The state commits to achieving equality between women and men in all civil, political, economic, social, 
and cultural rights in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution.  

The state commits to taking the necessary measures to ensure appropriate representation of women in 
the houses of parliament, in the manner specified by law. It grants women the right to hold public posts 
and high management posts in the state, and to appointment in judicial bodies and entities without 
discrimination.  



Archer Burrows Page 3 
 

The state commits to the protection of women against all forms of violence, and ensures women 
empowerment to reconcile the duties of a woman toward her family and her work requirements.  
The state ensures care and protection and care for motherhood and childhood, and for breadwinning, 
and elderly women, and women most in need. 
 
Article 180 Election of local councils  
Every local unit elects a local council by direct, secret ballot for a term of four years. One quarter of the 
seats are allocated for women. 
 
Article 214 National Councils  
The law specifies independent national councils including the … National Council for Women. The 
Council will be consulted with regards to draft laws and regulations pertaining to its affairs and relevant 
field. It would also have the right to report to the public authorities any violations pertaining to their fields 
of work.  
 

 
6. Religious Minorities 

 
Article 3 Christian and Jewish religious affairs  
The principles of the jurisprudence of Egyptian Christians and Jews are the main source of laws 
regulating their personal status, religious affairs, and selection of spiritual leaders. 
 
Article 235 Building and renovating churches  
In its first legislative term, the House of Representatives shall issue a law to organize building and 
renovating churches, guaranteeing Christians the freedom to practice their religious rituals. 
 


